
On Monday, February 28, Martin
Edwards, director of the UNF Pre-Law 
program, and Dr. Henry Thomas, chair of
the Institute for Local Government, along
with about 35 pre-law students and faculty
guests, hosted a luncheon in honor of two
former congressmen as a part of the nation-
al Congress to Campus Program. UNF has
participated in Congress to Campus for the
past four years and this year proved to be
another success.

Congress to Campus is a nation-wide
program conducted by the Stennis Center
for Public Service. The Stennis Center for
Public Service partners with the Center for
Democracy and Citizenship at the Council
for Excellence in Government, and the
U.S. Association of Former Members of
Congress. The goal of the program is to
encourage young people to participate in
public service by fostering a learning envi-
ronment through which they can love their
country more, understand it better and ulti-
mately come to believe in the nobility of
public service. 

The program sends bipartisan pairs of
congressmen to visit university and college
campuses around the country. During their
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stay at each university, the congressmen
hold informal meetings with students and
faculty, conduct classes and forums, and are
available for interviews with local media. 

Their aim is to encourage students to
consider and pursue careers in public serv-
ice, as well as to provide firsthand knowl-
edge about their experience as congressmen
and the role of Congress in national and
international politics. 

During their three days on campus,
Republican Bill Goodling from
Pennsylvania, and Democrat Buddy Darden

Buddy Darden, former Congressman from
Georgia, addresses Pre-Law students.

UNF Development Officer Ann Crook 
congratulates Jason Burnett and Maria
Keebler, two attorneys who helped endow the
Pre-Law Program Endowed Scholarship.
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John F. Kennedy wrote, “Leadership and
learning are indispensable to each other.”  It is
as if he had been at a Pre-Law Board of
Directors Luncheon when he had that
thought.  Leaders in the Jacksonville legal
community who volunteer their time, money,
and benefit of experience to UNF’s Pre-Law
program joined with members of the Board of
Directors and approximately 40 Pre-Law stu-
dents in early April to enjoy an afternoon of
good food, great conversation, and indispensa-
ble advice.  According to Program Director
Martin Edwards, this was the largest gathering

continued on page 8



1. Choose a
study guide or
course that
fully explains
each question
and answer. It
is beneficial to

understand why an answer is wrong in
order to prevent the same mistake.
2. At first, don’t worry about time.
Concentrate on arriving at the right
answer. Speed will come with practice.
3. Make a study schedule and stick to
it. Don’t study for more than 2 hours
without taking a break. Practice A
LOT (ex: 6 hours per week for 10
weeks).  All of this practice will
improve speed and build confidence. 
4. Take several full length, time prac-
tice exams before the real exam, this
will build confidence and improve
speed as well as endurance. 
5. Learn how to tackle a particular
question type and then practice that
technique right away. 

6. Learn to recognize common wrong
answer types, this information should
be provided by your study guide or
course. 
7. Think about what you are reading
as you are reading it (paraphrase as
you read) for reading comprehension.
8. For the logic games, think about
what each rule means and what it
doesn’t mean. 
9. For logic games, draw a small sketch
of the situation and if possible, draw
the rules into the sketch.
10. If rules cannot be drawn into a
sketch, rewrite them in your own
shorthand (ex: if/then rules).
11. On test day, arrive about an hour
early and bring a watch, pencils, pen-
cil sharpener, tissues, and water. Dress
in layers.
12. Submit your transcript to LSDAS
as soon as possible, it takes them a few
weeks to analyze it. 

2 UNF Pre-Law Newsletter

I have sur-
vived the
LSAT. I am
going to tell
you about my
experience
with it. I

haven’t received my grade, so I may
change my opinion afterwards. This is a
follow up from the last newsletter article
“Preparing for the LSAT.” 

It was “D” Day Saturday Feb. 12, at
6:30 a.m. I was eating breakfast with a
friend and fellow LSAT taker. We were
very nervous. How can you not be, nerv-
ousness is your enemy.  We got to JU at
7:45 a.m. and were fingerprinted and
signed in.  I found my room and I was
glad to have dressed in layers because it
was cold outside but overwhelmingly hot
in the room.  

The proctor explained the rules and
regulations.  The test takers were all
seated by 8:15 a.m. so we were able to
start early.  Our cell phones were taken

from us and we weren’t allowed any
scrap paper. That made me even more
nervous. The games section alone
requires a lot of paper. I spent months
going over each LSAT book and videos

that Mr. Edwards,
the pre-law program
director, provided.  It
paid off when I start-
ed to see how to
eliminate and find
the correct answers.  

You can’t
just walk in and take
this test with out vig-
orously practicing.  I
recommend not

waiting to the last week to prepare.
My biggest mistake was not spend-

ing a lot of time timing myself to the 35
minute allotted time.  I concentrated on
the questions more.  I realized that after
section one.  I was taking the game sec-

LSAT Survival
By: Liz Danko-SextonUNF Pre-Law

Program Newsletter

CREDITS:

MARTIN EDWARDS
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

STEPHANIE GRAMLING

EDITOR

ANGEL WARNICK

CONTRIBUING EDITOR

ANGELA EDWARDS

GRAPHICS & LAYOUT

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:

PEGGY BALDT

LIZ DANKO

LAURA FRANK

JACQUELINE KOENING

LESLEY MCKINNEY

ANGEL WARNICK

KRISTI NULL

NEIL PARADISE

KATE SHONINA

The UNF Pre Law Program is
Located in Portable 839

•
620-1069

•
www.unf.edu/coas/

polsci-pubadmin/Pre-Law

12 Tips for the LSAT
By: Laura Frank

continued on page 10

“Don’t
let the
LSAT
beat

you!”



Are you
interested in
public policy
and how legis-
lation is cre-
ated?  Do
you want to

get a “behind the scenes” look at the
legislative process in action?  The
Florida House of Representatives’ 2005
– 2006 Legislative Intern Program
offers its interns the opportunity to
meet with state leaders and learn more
about state priorities and mechanisms
for creating law.  Twelve to fifteen
interns will be selected to assist staff in
Florida House Councils and
Committees during the 2005-2006 fis-
cal year.  Interns will work twenty

hours weekly in the fall, and are sched-
uled for forty hours per week from 

February to May.  Each internship pays
$13 per hour.  All interns will receive
up to 24 hours of graduate tuition cred-
it at Florida in-state rates.

Applications are being accepted
through May 20, 2005 and application
materials can be found on line at
“www.myfloridahouse.gov”.  Applicants
must have established Florida residency
or have enrolled in a Florida university
by the time they have submitted their
applications, and must have completed
a baccalaureate degree prior to their
participation in the program.   Program
materials emphasize that American Bar
Association rules preclude first-year law

students from accepting an internship.
The Florida House of Represen-

tatives seeks to build an internship pro-
gram that is reflective of the bright,
motivated student population through-
out Florida.  They encourage applica-
tions from qualified students who have
a strong desire to learn about legislative
practices and the generation of law.  

For more information about pro-
gram contents and requirements, please
contact the UNF Office of
Governmental Affairs at (904) 620-
2500 or Ms. Beverly Broussard at The
Florida House of Representatives’
Legislative Intern Office (850) 487-
2390, or email:
Beverly.broussard@myfloridahouse.gov).
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The Florida House of Representatives Legislative Intern Program
2005-2006: Find More Information Online at www.myfloridahouse.gov

Pre-Law Board of Directors Luncheon: All Are Welcome
By Angel Warnick

The Pre-Law program is constantly
looking for ways to connect students to
each other, and perhaps more impor-
tantly connect them with professionals

in the legal
field that will
be able to
help them
successfully
pursue their
political and
legal careers.
One of the
best events
designed
around bring-
ing students
and profes-
sionals
together is

the Pre-Law Board of Directors
Luncheon. 

Several times each semester, the
Program Director, Martin Edwards, his
Program Assistant, Angel Warnick, and
several volunteer pre-law students host
an informal, invitation-only, buffet
lunch. Like the program itself, each
luncheon is designed to be inclusive,
not exclusive, and seeks to honor and
include all interested parties that have

shown a commitment to the program.
Among those invited are new program
members, numerous pre-law students,
and of course the Board of Directors
who have all volunteered their time
and energy to the program. 

The Board of Directors include
members of the local judiciary, attor-
neys, legal assistants, professors, and
other professionals who have volun-
teered their time and money to the suc-
cess of the Pre-Law Program and its stu-
dents. 

“We have been fortunate to have a
number of judges attend our functions,”
Edwards said.

Among those in regular attendance
are Circuit Court Judges Peter Fryefield
and Gregg McCaulie, along with
County Court Judges Eleni Derke and
Brent Shore. The judges also serve as
regular guest speakers in several of
UNF’s pre-law-related classes, such as
“Child Advocacy”, “Mock Trial”, and
“Social Responsibility and the Law.”
A number of lawyers, including many
program graduates, also serve on the
Board of Advisors.  Tom Brown, an
original Board member since 1993, has
served as Chairman of the Arts &
Sciences Advisory Board as well.  He

was instrumental in endowing one of
the Program’s four endowed courses.
Alan Chipperfield, from the Office of

Public Defender, has become a regular
guest speaker in the “Mock Trial” class.
Former Program Assistant, Peggy Baldt,
now owns her own law firm on the
Westside of Jacksonville.(Another for-
mer Program Assistant, Cindy Laskey,
is also practicing law in Jacksonville on
the Southside, as well as serving as an
adjunct teacher in UNF’s Political
Science and Public Administration
Department. Among the courses Laskey

continued on page 7

Newsletter Editor
Stephanie Grambling with
Pre-Law Program
Assistant Angel Warnick.

Alan Chipperfield, Assistant Public Defender
visits with Chris Cobb (‘00). Cobb practices
law in Jacksonville.

UNF Coordinator of
Governmental Affairs

Andrea Holcombe



Everyone
wants three
things in life.
To be loved,
needed and
accepted. I

have felt all these things in my personal
journey at UNF from a freshman in
2002 to a junior in 2004. I did not
always feel so enthusiastic about UNF,
but over time it has become such. 

I have experienced enormous
pleasure by becoming part of various 
activities all around campus (from
activities such as Student Government
to Osprey Radio), finding ways to cope
with uncomfortable living situations 
and recently learning how to concen-
trate on my studies.

Growing up in South Florida, the
change to Jacksonville was a drastic
one. I can honestly say that I did not
feel at home, comfortable, nor happy

when I first arrived. I wondered con-
stantly if I should transfer or if I would
ever feel welcomed. As a freshman, I
began my career as a full-time college
student in E building of the Cove. Not
bad. However, during my first year, I
was moved to a triple in the W build-
ing of the Landing. Very bad. I had two
other roommates. Who, with my luck,
were best friends since middle school. I,
on the other hand, knew not a soul at
UNF. It was horrid. The room, no mat-
ter how often cleaned, remained filthy.
With three college girls belongings, one
can only imagine how cluttered.
Needless to say, that experience is not a
favorite, though I did learn a lot.
Through that experience I learned con-
solidation, patience and friendship.

Sophomore year, I moved once
again to the Village. Much better. 
Spacious, could keep the rooms clean,
what more could a college student ask 

for? During my sophomore summer, I
moved again, to the Crossings, which 
is also very nice and new. Finally, in my
second semester of my junior year, I am
living off campus. It feels like such a
blessing. I have my own room, a
kitchen and a big refrigerator! Enough
to make me faint! Hence, I am on my
own and loving it. After going through,
what feels to me like, all the stages of
living. I am finally at peace. My experi-
ences with living at UNF helped me
grow as a person and ultimately as a 
student. This opportunity gave me
independence and strength without
even realizing it.

Another hardship of moving from
South Florida would have to be the 
people. Believe it or not, a country
accent has never touched my ears 
until my move to Jacksonville. Odd I
know, but the truth. I was not used 
to seeing any opened land, trucks
everywhere and no TOWN CENTER?
Odd. 

How could I go on? I ended up
sticking it out here, and now enjoy
being in Jacksonville. Now, to my sur-
prise, I find a little country coming 

The Pre-Law Program benefits from an active Board of Advisors
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Judge Gregg McCaulie,
Administrative Judge of Juvenile

Court and frequent UNF guest speaker.

Professor Harriet Howe,
a sociologist, teaches

Child Advocacy.

Cindy Laskey, lawyer and
teacher, is a former
Program assistant.
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My Experience
By: Jacqueline C. Koenig

Jacqueline Koenig tells of her experience at UNF and
how the Pre-Law Program helped her find her way. 

Professor Matt Corrigan with
lawyer Roger Gannam.

Dawn Hudson (l) and
Melissa Williamson (r) are
Assistant State Attorneys.

Circuit Court Judge Peter
Fryefield (l) and County Court

Judge Brent Shore (r).

Rutledge Liles (l), former
Florida Bar President
and Tom Brown both
endowed courses.

County Court Judge Eleni
Derke (l) chats with local 
attorney Peggy Baldt (r).

continued on page 11

Jacqueline Koenig



On December 16th, 2004 the first
semester exams were over and my sec-
tion was celebrating.  It was truly an
occasion to have fun, not only because
the exams were over, but also because
the stress and the pressure of the past
two weeks have built up to its limits.
Personally, for about two days after the
last exam, I was still getting used to the
idea that I did not have to outline,
constantly study, and discuss Torts over
and over.  My study group was even sad
for a couple of minutes, because during
those long hours right before each
exam we became very close with the
members of the group.  However, than
the excitement of being second semes-
ter students settled in and all of us were
happy to have a break. 

So, exams are over, the stress is
over, what now? What came next was
the long month of waiting for the
grades.  The classes began and only
after two weeks we were able to look up

grades online.  The process was terrify-
ing and simultaneously very exciting,
all the students understood that
because of the curve there will be only
a few “A’s,” even though every single
one of the students was in the top of
their undergraduate class.  Certainly,
the grades are discrete, and only a few
students share the outcome, so no one
knows how his neighboring student
did.  Next came the list of the book
awards – the list showing the names of
the students who scored highest on the
exams.  As I was told prior to law
school that completely unexpected stu-
dents receive this awards, this is exactly
what happened in our section.  
Very soon after the grades came out an
incident occurred in another section.
An exam was lost and no grade
appeared for a student. The Professor
and the Office of Student Affairs
demanded that the student retake the
exam.  It was a Contracts exam and the
hardest first semester students have to
encounter.  Also this incident was five
weeks after the last exam took place, so
the student would have to relearn
everything over again.  Fortunately, at
the last moment the student was given
a choice of either taking the exam or
receiving a “B” in the course.
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Once again, we are pleased to present
the new format of the Pre-Law Program
newsletter for the spring semester.  We
are encouraged that so many students,
current and alumni, are continuing to
participate in writing articles and con-
ducting interviews for your benefit.

We are close to fulfilling our financial
commitment for the endowment of our
first-ever Pre-Law Program scholarship,
and it is possible that students may be
able to apply for the scholarship award as
early as next Fall.  The scholarship will be
based upon a combination of factors,
including at least six months membership
in the Program, an overall academic aver-
age at least above a 3.0 while attending
U.N.F., and probability the requirements
of an essay and a personal interview with
Program representatives.

The summer mock trial class is full,
we had so many students sign up for it,
that we moved to a larger classroom, and

increased the size of
the class from 34 to
44 students.  That

means more work for me and less student
performance time, but we will still con-
duct the class is the same manner, and a
great cast of guest speakers is already

lined up.  
We are

thrilled that
n a t i o n a l l y
k n o w n
Morris Dees,
founder and
director of
the Southern
Poverty Law

Center, which
p u b l i s h e s
“Klanwatch,”

will be our featured guest speaker for Pre-
Law Day on October 17.  Dees is the
author of the best selling work, “ A
Season For Justice: the life and times of
civil rights lawyer, Morris Dees.” 

Each semester the Program supervises
interns who get real life experience with
the Jacksonville Office of the General
Council. During the fall, Lindsey
Thacker, Jacqueline Koenig and Megyn
Greider participated in the internship.
This semester Catherine Moore and
SGA Official Jared Callahan are partici-
pating. Students must work 150 hours
during each semester for 3 hours of aca-
demic credit. Anyone interested should
contact the office. 

We are also encouraged about the
participation of so many judges, lawyers,
faculty, students and guests at our
February and March board meetings.  Our
featured guest speakers, Public Defender
Bill White in February, and State
Attorney Harry Shorstein in March, are
chronicled in this edition of the newslet-
ter.  We hope everyone has a healthy and
productive summer.  Be sure to contact
our office and let us know of any change
of address or phone number you may
have so we can update our files, newslet-
ter roster, etc.

Angel Warnick and
Stephanie Grambling.

The First Semester
of Law School and
the Wisdom I Gained
From It
By: Kate Shonina

April 2005

Notes from Pre-Law Program Director
by: Martin Edwards

continued on page 11

Preparing for the LSAT is a daunt-
ing task that each future law student is
eventually going to have to deal with.
First, you should figure out a plan.  For
me, I started by researching the differ-
ent prep courses offered around town.  
Kaplan Prep Course

The most popular, and also most
expensive, is the Kaplan prep course.  I
have heard good and bad things about
the Kaplan course.  Some people have
said that it didn’t help them at all.  But
most students I spoke with were
impressed with Kaplan.  Even though I
was interested in the Kaplan prep
course, as soon as I learned the price I
knew it was unrealistic for me to take
the course.  If you are like me, then
Kaplan costs about the same as your
first car (about $1200).  If you need to
find an alternative to Kaplan then 

LSAT
Preparation
The Cheap
Way

By: Kristi Null

continued on page 12
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Law School Enrollment
Former UNF grads currently enrolled in Law School

UNF Pre-Law Newsletter

UNF Graduate LAW SCHOOL 

James Abbott                            FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW
Kenneth Angell                         UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LEVIN COLLEGE OF LAW
Gina Atienza                             FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
Said Bajalia-admit                    STETSON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
Elizabeth Bumgarner-admit      STETSON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
Ramona Chaplin FLORIDA A&M COLLEGE OF LAW
Brittani Conte FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW
Ray Deal                                    NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
Alexis Gaines FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW
Andrew Garro                            FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW
James Green                               FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW     
Christopher Hinkel                     FORDHAM UNIVERSITY COLLEGE  OF LAW
Susan Ironmonger                      FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW
Jared Jaskot                                GEORGETOWN COLLEGE OF LAW
Jeremy Kespohl FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE OF LAW
Karen Lagana                             GEORGETOWN COLLEGE OF LAW
Jennifer Maki WILLIAM & MARY COLLEGE OF LAW
Nicholas Martin                          CALIFORNIA WESTERN SCHOOL OF LAW
Darien McMillan                        SAINT THOMAS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW
Caleb Petzoldt                             GEORGETOWN COLLEGE OF LAW
Ashley Pollard FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW
Melissa Price UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LEVIN COLLEGE OF LAW
Dawn Raines (admit) UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LEVIN COLLEGE OF LAW
Omar Rasool                               NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL OF LAW
Kathy Reynolds                          CALIFORNIA WESTERN SCHOOL OF LAW
Jessica Stebbins YALE LAW SCHOOL
Samantha Turino                         VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
Kate Shonina                               UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LEVIN COLLEGE OF LAW
Obi Umunna                              UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LEVIN COLLEGE OF LAW
Timothy Walker                          FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW
Jennifer Webber UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LEVIN COLLEGE OF LAW
Arthur Yarolyn                            FLORIDA COASTAL SCHOOL OF LAW

Pictured here are Pre-Law students John Caputo and Avri Ben-Hamo. Caputo
and Ben-Hamo were among several Pre-Law students and other outstanding
individuals who ran on SGA President, Tom Foran and SGA Vice-President,
Jared Callahan’s ticket in the recent SGA elections. Tom Foran was the Lone
Ranger in last summer’s Mock Trial course and Jared Callahan is interning with
the Jacksonville Office of the General Council.  Pre-Law is proud to 
congratulate all these students on a great success and we’re looking forward to
the next year.



is currently teaching is “Legal Research
and Writing”. Chris Cobb is a former
UNF Mock Trial team-member and is
now practicing with a local law firm.
Mitzi Shon is another UNF student
who practices with a law firm.

Each luncheon provides those in
attendance with the opportunity to
introduce themselves to the group, 
followed by a featured speaker. The

lunches last only about an hour and
always provide plenty of time to mingle,
make friends, and make connections. 

The February 9, 2005 luncheon
featured Public Defender, Bill White,
who gave the students valuable infor-
mation on internships and employment
opportunities with the Public
Defender’s Office.

“We were fortunate to have such a
large turn-out for our recent February
luncheon,” Edwards said. 
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Media covereage surrounding the
Terri Schiavo case brought to the fore-
front treatment and/or care for patients
with a terminal condition, an end-state
condition or in a persistent vegetative
state.

A Living Will can prevent you or
your loved ones from experiencing a
similar situation. A free Living Will
form can be found on the Florida Senate

web site at www.flsenate.gov.
Requirements: person must be over 18
years of age and mentally competent;
and the Living Will must be signed by
two witnesses who are over 18 years of
age and who are competent.

Living Wills and the Schiavo Case
by Peggy Baldt

Board Luncheons
(continued from page 3)

Peggy A. Baldt
Baldt & Weaver Law Group, P.A.
2720 Park Street, Suite 211
Jacksonville, FL 32205 
(904) 389-4405

from Georgia visited several classrooms
and spoke to over 100 students prior to
spending about an hour and a half with
UNF students and faculty during this
luncheon, answering questions and
sharing their expertise. 

Mr. Goodling’s area of expertise is
education. Before become a

Congressman he served as an English
and Social Studies teacher, a coach, a
principal, and eventually as School
Board Superintendent. Throughout the
duration of the thirteen terms he
served in Congress, Goodling served on
the Committee on Education and
Labor. In 1994, he was elected as chair-
man of the Committee. He also served
as a Member of the House Committee
on International Relations, the
Subcommittee on International
Operations and Human Rights, the
House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, and then the House
Committee on Budget for the maxi-
mum six-year term. 

Since his retirement he has taken
on the role of Senior Advisor to
Sagamore Associates, a Washington,
DC-based federal affairs consulting sub-
sidiary of the Indiana law firm of Baker
and Daniels. At Sagamore Associates,
Goodling works with national experts
to enhance education at all levels, cre-

ate meaningful job opportunities, and
tackle the challenges provided by the
United States healthcare system.
Goodling also works to promote the
efforts of the William F. Goodling

Family Literacy Institute at
Pennsylvania State University and the
William F. Goodling Advanced Skills
Center in York, PA. The Advanced

Congress to Campus
(continued from page 1)

continued on page 9
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Bill Goodling, former Congressman from
Pennsylvannia, addresses Pre-Law students.

Former Congressman Darden, Martin
Edwards, Former Congressman Bill
Goodling, and Professor Henry Thomas
at Luncheon.

Casey Ratchford, Assistant Public Defender,
with Arts and Sciences Development Officer
Ann Crook  and lawyer Tom Brown.



Sponsored by the Law School Admission Council and
Participating LSAC-Member Law Schools

If you’re considering law school, come to a Law School
Forum. Admission is free. Registration is easy. Register
at the forum or avoid the wait and register online at
www.LSAC.org. 

At the forums you can:

• TALK with representatives of LSAC-member law
schools from around the United States and Canada;

• OBTAIN admission materials, catalogs, and financial
information;

• VIEW video programs about the law school admission
process, legal education and careers, minority perspec-
tives on legal education, and gay and lesbian issues;

• ATTEND informal sessions on the law school admis-
sion process, financing a legal education, issues of
importance to minority applicants, and what lawyers
do;

• REVIEW LSAC publications, videos, software, and
LSAT preparation materials; and

• VISIT the prelaw advisors’ table if you want general
advice about the law school admission process.

Aides for persons with visual or hearing impairments
will be provided with adequate advance notice. To make
arrangements for accommodations for persons with dis-
abilities or for more information about the Law School
Forums, please call LSAC at 215.968.1001 or visit our
website at www.LSAC.org.
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THE 2005 
LAW SCHOOL FORUMS

The Law School Forum will be in
Atlanta, GA on Friday, October 14
from noon until 6 pm and Saturday,
October 15 from 10:00 am until 4:00
pm at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta, 265
Peachtree Street NE.

For other dates and locations call the
Pre-Law office at 620-1069 or visit
www.LSAC.org.

of students at any Pre-Law luncheon in the past ten years.  More
than 50 people were in attendance. 

The students who attended were in prestigious company.
Attending the luncheon were Circuit Judge Gregg McCaulie,
County Judge Brent Shore, County Judge Eleni Derke, and
Jacksonville Bar Association board of governors member Michael

Freed.  Additionally,
Casey Ratchford, a
UNF graduate who
also graduated law
review at Washington
& Lee, took time
away from his duties
as an assistant public
defender to attend the
luncheon as one of
the newest board

members.  Board member Tom Brown, whose firm endowed the
course “Law and Social Responsibility” and Maria Keebler, a hear-
ing officer for child enforcement payments, who endowed the
“Child Advocacy” course also attended along with the Philosophy
Department Chairman, Dr. Andrew Buchwalter.

After brief greetings, Edwards began the program with an

McKinney Luncheon
(continued from page 1)

continued on page 9

Add an L for Law onto Standardized Admissions Test
and you have the LSAT, the angst inducing method of
choice for law schools in their admissions process.  The
test is extremely important – unlike the SAT for under-
grads, law schools weigh this one factor more than any-
thing else in the admissions process.  Many students see
the LSAT as a pitfall, but the truth is the test can work for
or against you.  Planning ahead and studying steadily are
the keys to beating the LSAT and earning yourself an
admissions ticket to the law school of your choice. 

The first decision one has to make is when to take the
LSAT.  Tests are offered on four dates in June, October,
December, and February (check lsat.org for exact dates).
Pick a date that will leave plenty of preparation time, and
note that many schools won’t accept a February score for
consideration for classes next fall.  How much preparation
time one needs depends on the individual, but the longer
the better.  Planning ahead and allowing for five or six
months of preparation time is a good bet.  Don’t put off

LSAT Preparation
By: Neil Paradise

continued on page 11

The largest crowd in Pre-Law history (56)
listen to State Attorney Harry Shorstein.

 



encouraging announcement:  The Pre-Law
Scholarship is almost completely endowed
for a total of $25,000 thanks to Eddie
Booth, Jason Burnett, Maria Keebler, Barry
Sinoff, and Tom Brown.  Soon, Pre-Law
students will be able to compete for assis-
tance from the scholarship based on GPA,
association with the Pre-Law program, and
an essay.  Edwards continued by introduc-
ing Laura Frank.  Frank graduated from
UNF in 2003 with a degree in Biology.
She scored impressively high on the LSAT
and was subsequently invited to teach
LSAT preparation for the Kaplan Testing
Center.  She addressed those in attendance
and offered hints and advice for maximiz-
ing scores on the immeasurably important
LSAT.

Next, Andrea Holcombe, UNF’s
Coordinator of Governmental Affairs, out-
lined the details of the Florida House of
Representatives Legislative Intern
Program.  More information on this excit-
ing opportunity can be found at
www.myfloridahouse.gov or by contacting
Beverly Broussard at 850/487-2390.  

The real highlight, however, was the
featured speaker, State Attorney Harry
Shorstein.  Mr. Shorstein graduated from
the University of Florida Levin College of
Law and volunteered for service with the
Marines as a JAG officer in VietNam.

Upon the completion of his
military service, Mr.
Shorstein returned to Florida
and practiced in Jacksonville
as both a public defender
and an Assistant State
Attorney.  Next, he served
two years as the General
Counsel for the City of
Jacksonville before going
into private practice.  He
has been the State Attorney
for the Fourth Judicial
Circuit, covering Duval,
Clay and Nassau Counties
since 1991.

Mr. Shorstein discussed
his views of the juvenile jus-
tice system including the
education and rehabilitation
programs he has instituted in
Duval County.  He stressed
the importance of early
intervention and rehabilita-
tion.  While his juvenile
programs have resulted in a marked
decrease in juvenile crimes and garnered
national accolades and attention from
numerous national media outlets, he
expressed great concern over the rising
murder rate in Jacksonville and briefly dis-
cussed the distressing trend in multiple vic-
tim homicides.  Those in attendance got a
rare opportunity to listen to candid insights
from this well-respected litigator.

At the conclusion of the scheduled

program, the students got the opportunity
to mingle and talk one-on-one with the
dignitaries that were present.  The Pre-Law
students got the rare chance to discuss
points of law with judges, tactics with
lawyers, and get professional and educa-
tional advice from those who have already
reached all levels of success.  

The luncheon was truly leadership
and learning at it’s finest.

9April 2005

During the February Board Luncheon, UNF
graduate Alyssa Bellows met with Student
Government Vice-President Tom Foran. The
Bellow family endows “Bellows Fellows” at UNF.
Foran, who is from Central Florida, is a current
Bellows Fellow. Foran meets high academic
standards to participate in the Fellowship. Last
summer, Foran “starred” as the “Plantiff,” The
Lone Ranger in the Mock Trial class final trial.

Alyssa Bellows and Bellows Fellow Tom Foran.

Skills program offers scholarship oppor-
tunities to students as young as fifth
and sixth grade who hope to become
committed educators. 

Darden is currently a practicing
member of the McKenna, Long, and
Aldridge legal team out of Atlanta,
Georgia. Currently he is a part of the
team that represents the State of
Georgia in its water allocation negotia-
tions with Alabama and Florida.
Darden also advises clients on doing
business with state and federal govern-
ment agencies, helping them develop
effective strategies for legislative and
government affairs issues.

Darden was a presidential 

appointee to the Board of Overseas
Private Investment Corporation, a gov-
ernment agency that provides political
risk insurance and financial loans to
assist U.S. businesses in over 140
emerging markets and developing
nations around the globe. During his
six-term tenure in Congress, he served
on the Armed Forces Committee, the
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee,
the House Appropriations Committee,
and as the senior Democrat of the
Committee of Standards of Official
Conduct (Ethics). Before his election
to Congress, Darden served on the
Georgia General Assembly and as
District Attorney of the Cobb Judicial
Circuit.

Darden’s professional affiliations
include (to name only a few): the
American Bar Association, the Federal 

Bar Association, the Chair of the
Board of Trustees for LaGrange
College, the State of Georgia
Democratic Executive Committee, the
Chair of the State of Georgia Judicial
Nominating Commission, and on the
Board of Visitors for University of
Georgia School of Law.

Among those topics discussed were
tax reform, social security, and educa-
tion. Each of the congressmen seemed
eager to participate in the discussion,
even allowing various points of interest
to rise to a heated level of debate.
Students and faculty alike were active
participants and it was an honor to be
able to participate. The Pre-Law pro-
gram is looking forward to future visits
such as these. 

For more information on Congress
to Campus visit:
http://www.stennis.gov/congress2campus.htm

Congress to Campus
(continued from page 7)

McKinney Luncheon
(continued from page 8)



tion and all the answers and problems
were working out well, until the proctor
called 5 minutes left.  There were 24
questions and I was on question 14.
Now I had to quickly bubble in any
answer hoping to get some correct.  

I quickly adjusted my timing sched-
ule and was able to do better in the
next four sections.  The LSAT books I
studied told me to always read the ques-
tions first and then go find the answers
in the argument or readings.  I found
this to apply to everything but the read-
ing comprehension part.  I spent more
time searching for answers frantically
this way.  I turned it around and read
the long reading section first.  When I
read the questions, I was familiar with
where I read it and went back to check
my answers in the paragraphs.  It
depends on how you can apply yourself
best.  The key here is adaptability.  Try
both ways as you prepare for the
LSAT’s, so you can change your method
quickly if one isn’t working.  

When the proctor calls for minutes
always fill in every question you have

left.  That only takes 10 seconds, then
go back to the question you are working
on and keep at it.  Don’t get thrown off
and do not let the proctor throw you
off.  Don’t let the LSAT beat you.  

The essay portion is known not to
matter to law schools, it may or may not
but don’t ignore it.  The question is
sealed and you are given a half a page of
paper to write your notes.  I recommend
writing your pros and cons down so you
are organized in your essay.  The sheet
of paper given is smaller than a sheet of
notebook paper.  The key is to write
small, and state facts that are brief and
to the point.  Don’t write outside the
margins and don’t go off on a long tan-
gent. 

The timing factor is also key.
Practice timing yourself.  For example,
start with 5 questions and time yourself
for 10 minutes.  Keep shortening the
time until you can work those 5 ques-
tions in 3 minutes.  

Next try to increase the number of
questions and keep your time limited.
The types of framework for the games
section doesn’t change.  Know your
tables and how to set them up quickly.
Remember to use your rules and the
contra positive to the rules.  Double

check in case of an error.  Also, remem-
ber to check the answers, you can
always cross our at least two based on
your rules.  

I hope these tips help. Good luck
and everyone keep studying!    

LSAT Survival
(continued from page 2)

Edwards said that a record number of
freshmen have recently joined the
Pre-Law Program. 

“We made an effort to invite as
many of our Program freshman as pos-
sible.”  The luncheons offer new stu-
dents the chance to benefit from the
experience from those in the legal

profession and from their peers. “We
were quite happy with the number of
freshman who came to the luncheon,
they had a chance to visit with judges,
lawyers, faculty members, and some of
our upper division pre-law students,”
Edwards said. “It’s encouraging to see
the students really benefit from these
functions.”  

Peggy Baldt, now a local attorney,
served as Edwards’s assistant for five

years, the    UNF undergraduate, and
the last three while she attended the
Florida Coastal School of Law.  

“The Board luncheons have
served as a valuable function for the
pre-law students,” she recently stated.
“I’ve seen a number of meaningful
contacts made through the Board
luncheons.  Jobs and internships have
been secured, and students have been
afforded a wonderful opportunity to
meet one-on-one with judges and
practicing lawyers.  It’s quite a mean-
ingful experience and very inclusive,”
Baldt said.  Baldt recently passed the
Florida Bar, and is now one of the
newest Board members.  Each year a
number of Edwards’ former students
return to Northeast Florida as attor-
neys, and become active members of
the Board.

For more information on the
luncheons, or to request an invitation,
stop by the Pre-Law office in Portable
839 or call Angel at 620-1069.

Board Luncheons
(continued from page 7)
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Many Pre-Law students
come to UNF from other
countries. Here, Velida
Osmanovic, from Central
Europe, visits with former
Student Body Vice
President Luis Monteil who
is originally from Latin
America. Monteil currently
serves as an Assistant to
UNF Provost Giordano. 

Megan Schumann and Dawn Raines
visit with Mr. Edwards. Schumann (L)
is Administrative Assistant to the
Student Government President and
played basketball for the Lady
Ospreys while maintaining an excel-
lent GPA. Raines (R), who scored a
very high LSAT score, has been tutor-
ing undergraduates preparing to take
the LSAT. Raines, who graduates in
May, is in the process of deciding
which Law School to attend.   

Megan Schumann, Martin Edwards,
and Dawn Raines at a Pre-Law
event.
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out as I speak! Jacksonville, like other
towns, grows on a person. From my
move I realize that becoming involved
definitely helped me in my decision to
stay in Jacksonville, not excluding
myself (which I did at times) helped
me to meet new people and feel wel-
comed; and being opened to a new
atmosphere. Sounds simple, but took
three long years to learn. Now when I
look back I do not regret not leaving

at all, I actually wonder how I could
have been so irrational.

When I began at UNF in May
2002, I was convinced that I would be
a Television Anchor, maybe even, an
MTV anchor! So I began as a 
Communications major. As time
passed and classes. I found it was not
for me. So I changed to Journalism. I
thought I would love to write for a 
newspaper, maybe even cosmo! Well,
once again I found that it was not for me. 

Now I am an English major and
am confident this is what is right for
me. It is normal to change majors as
long as in the end what is right for 

that particular individual is found. As
an English major and a Criminal 
Justice minor, I am starting to study
for the LSAT’s and will be 
applying to law schools in October of
2005. I am very excited to have found 
my path and am very grateful to UNF
and the Pre-Law program for helping 
me to find my way.

Everyone can attain success and
UNF can definitely help on the path 
to a great career. I hope my experi-
ences with living arrangements, my 
move and classes can help in the deci-
sion to either get motivated or 
stay that way.

Experience
(continued from page 4)

Certainly, she took the grade and was
able to move on with her second
semester.    

After the first semester of law
school the feeling is truly empower-
ing.  Now the pressure is on the first
semester students who entered in the
Spring.  My section is full of “veter-
ans,” and they are certainly acting on
it.  The focus shifted from figuring out
what law school exams were about
onto how to get a summer job.  From
personal experience I can say that it is
not easy to get a job after first year of
law school, that is why Career
Services at UF offer a wide variety of
opportunities.  The choices for the
summer are not limited to law firm
clerkships, the students have an
opportunity explore a judicial extern-
ship or a non-judicial one with a gov-
ernmental agency in Florida.  All of
these opportunities are for credit and
offer and incredible experience which

cannot be gained in the classroom. 
As second semester students we were
now eligible to participate in the vol-
unteer activities offered on campus.  It
was surprising to see how many stu-
dents rushed to take the volunteer
work on top of their course load.
Among the opportunities open were
programs offered by Three Rivers
Legal Services, which are similar to
Jacksonville Legal Aid, working with
low income clients.  Another example
of such volunteer activity is the one I
am currently participating in, VITA
or Volunteer Tax Assistance.  Both of
the programs are extremely rewarding,
not only in terms of getting pro bono
hours and a line on a resume, but also
in terms of helping people.  Everyone
I spoke with told me that the experi-
ence with these organizations demon-
strated that the profession of law truly
has an enormous impact on people’s
lives and that even as law students we
can contribute.     

After the exams of the first semes-
ter the attitude in classes also
changed.  The first sign of change I
noticed was that the “talkers” in class-

es were not raising their hands any-
more.  As Professor Edwards pointed
out to me many times, it is not neces-
sary that the students who speak the
most in class perform best on law
school exams.  The four or five people
in my section who last semester were
willing to tackle some of the most
puzzling question the professor asked,
now were silent.  Rarely would one of
them raise a hand, and at the begin-
ning of the semester none were will-
ing to speak.

As a second semester I can say
“good luck” to those who are just
starting law school.  I say that not
with sarcasm but with encouragement,
because the experience is truly
empowering, despite the enormous
hard work that has go on.  As
Professor Seigel told the incoming
class of Fall 2004 during the law
school orientation - “We will take
your brain out, change it completely,
and put it back in.”  I think the
process has certainly begun and the
worst is behind us, but there is also a
long way to go.  

First Semester 
(continued from page 5)

studying until weeks before the test
date - work some LSAT studying
each week into your normal routine.
Think of the LSAT as a long term
internship required for law school,

and plan to spend a few hours each
week preparing, gradually increasing
this as the test date nears until you
are doing preparing most days.
Avoid taking long breaks if you can
- its better to slowly and consistent-
ly work at preparing than to hold
massive marathon sessions that
leave you numb with information

you won’t remember. 
There are several options for

help preparing with the LSAT.
Many students find a tutoring serv-
ice such as Kaplan or the Princeton
Review helpful.  These services offer
professional tutors and weekly class-
es, albeit at a cost often over a thou-

LSAT Preparation
(continued from page 8)

continued on page 12



sand dollars.  Another choice is to
work with a personal tutor.
Professor Edwards does a great job
coordinating tutoring through the
Pre-Law program, and can connect
interested people with UNF students
who can help prepare for the test.
He also has a variety of LSAT prep

material to help for solo preparation.
Once you’ve found a style of prepa-
ration that works for you, stick with
it.  Make sure to take full length
practice tests periodically as you
progress.  Your score will vary some-
what, so don’t expect to always do
better than the last time.  However,
if you find yourself scoring consis-
tently below where you want to be
as the test date approaches, then
you’ll know not to waste a testing

opportunity.  The LSAT allows mul-
tiple tests to average together, but
this means that you don’t want to sit
unless you are prepared and confi-
dent.  Planning ahead and working
steadily for the test will allow to you
to be one of those people who goes
in confident, nails their goal, and
comes away ready for a bright future. 
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listen up because these are a few afford-
able alternatives.
UNF Division of Continuing Education
Prep Course

Many students don’t know that
UNF’s continuing education division
also offers a prep course.  This prep
course is more affordable than Kaplan
and I have heard students rave about it.
Even though this prep course was less
expensive than Kaplan it was still too
pricey for me.  The course, before buy-
ing the required books, was $765.  The
good news is that the instructor holds a
free overview of the course to any stu-
dent who is taking the LSAT. During
this free session I learned a lot and did-
n’t feel very much pressure to take the
actual $765 prep course.  I attended this
free session and learned a bunch just
from this session alone.  The best part is
that at the end of the free session they
had a drawing and gave away a free prep
course to one of the students at the ses-
sion.  Considering that there were only
about 15 people at the session I went to,
the odds of winning were pretty good.
But I didn’t win and $765 is really close
to my entire monthly income so I took
the free booklets and the notes I had
taken and decided to study some other way. 
Tutoring

LSAT tutors are available at a very
reasonable price.  Basically a few stu-
dents that did really well when they
took the LSAT have made themselves
available as tutors for other UNF stu-
dents.  The Pre-Law Program does not

sponsor these tutors but does have con-
tact information available if you are
interested. Dawn Raines-Byrd can be
contacted at dawnraines@hotmail.com.
She is one tutor who did extremely well
on her LSAT and charges $25 per hour
for individual tutoring, and only $10 an
hour per person for a group tutoring ses-
sion.  This was more in my price range
so I went for it.  I had one 1-hour indi-
vidual session and then a couple group
sessions in which I didn’t spend more
than $60.  For the price of one Saturday
night out, I gained knowledge, confi-
dence, a studying plan, and probably a
little extra scholarship money from my
future law school.  
Pre-Law Library

For the reasonable cost of $0 you
can use the resources at the Pre-Law
office(located) to study for the LSAT.
These resources include the very expen-
sive Kaplan books used by Kaplan to
teach their prep course.  Also, there is
an endless supply of practice tests to
help you prepare for the real test.  There
are so many great books that there is no
way I could list all of them.  My favorite
resource would have to have been the
set of LSAT prep videos available at the
Pre-Law center.(located) This video
aided instruction is a set of 4 videos
with the topics of Reading
Comprehension, Analytical Reasoning,
Logical Analysis, and Writing Sample.
Each video is about 1 _ to 2 hours long
and is a condensed review that clearly
explains the type of questions on the
LSAT.  It also explains in detail how to
work these questions.  If you don’t do
anything else to study for the LSAT
then watch this set of videos!  It’s quick

and easy and makes a world of differ-
ence.  Remember, even though this set
of videos costs a couple hundred dollars
to buy, the Pre-Law center has pur-
chased them for you to use for free.  You
can’t beat that price.  
UNF library

Even though the regular UNF
library has been a great source for me in
the past, it proved useless for helping me
study for the LSAT.  There is only one
decent prep book and CD, and it’s on
reserve.  You can check it out but only
for 7 days and the fee for returning it
late is $1 an hour.  So if you are one day
late returning this book it costs $24.  If
you checked out the complimentary CD
and are one day late you will be paying
an additional $24.  My advice is to not
to check out anything from the regular
UNF library.  Skip it and head straight
for the Pre-Law library.  Some students
may find some online resources helpful
through the UNF library, but there real-
ly isn’t much.  

One final note:  even though prep
courses and tutoring costs money, don’t
forget that this is your future and the
LSAT is crucial to getting into law
school and determining your scholar-
ship/financial aid.  This small invest-
ment of time and money now can raise
your LSAT score and therefore earn
yourself more aid money from your
future law school. Remember, law school
aid is given out based mainly on your
LSAT score.  If you can make a few sac-
rifices and afford a prep course it would
probably do good to take one.  But if
you are like me and it’s just not an
option then you still have many afford-
able and free resources available. 

LSAT The Cheap Way
(continued from page 5)

LSAT Preparation
(continued from page 8)

 


